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WANT TO GO?
Tourism Info:  Contact the Breck-
enridge Welcome Center at www.Go-
Breck.com or 970-453-5579.

Flights:  For a direct and inexpensive 
fl ight to Denver, try Frontier Airlines out of 
Newport News.

Lodging:  Contact Breckenridge Hos-
pitality for a choice of fi ve lodges at www.
BreckenridgeHospitality.com or 1-800-
846-3151. Thunder Mountain Lodge is a 
popular option with its spacious condos, 
outdoor pool and central location.

Restaurants:  Casual eateries like 
Extreme Pizza line Main Street.  Breck-
enridge Brewery is quite loud and kid-
friendly, a perfect setting for some Ava-
lanche Amber.  Downstairs at Eric’s offers 
a busy arcade and family-oriented sports 
bar with 22 beers on tap.  For breakfast 
try Daylight Donuts, and you’ll never try 
anywhere else.

Suggestions:  There is no humidity, 
but the sun is powerful due to the altitude. 
Be sure to drink lots of water, wear hats, 
and generously apply sunscreen and lip 
balm.

RPM

it’s time to leave, kids love to slide 
through the 55-foot ore chute, land-
ing in the parking lot.

Breck is a fabulous location for 
some incredible whitewater rafting 
adventures.  The Adventure Com-
pany offers top-notch trips depart-
ing from nearby Buena Vista in des-
ert-like surroundings.  Guests fl oat 
along the Arkansas River drinking in 
the spectacular scenery.  Excursions 
range from beginner ones with calm 
waters perfect for young families to 
expert trips full of thrilling rapids.  
The guides are extremely experi-
enced and engaging, even teaching 
some local history.

The area is also renowned for its 
outstanding hikes with easier ones 
like Hoosier Pass suitable for fami-
lies.  Easily accessible with a slow as-
cent, just a few minutes on this trail 
with a stroller takes you far above 
the tree line.  The reward is multiple 
panoramic views of the awe-inspir-
ing Continental Divide.  

Located in the center of town, 
the Mountain Top Children’s Mu-
seum is a fun indoor place to play.  
There are many unique exhibits such 
as Rocky Mountain Wildlife and the 
“Tot Spot” for toddlers.  The mu-
seum also offers a day camp and a 
“Kid’s Night Out” program welcom-
ing drop-ins. 

If you are looking for a day trip, 
Vail is also spectacular and only 45 
minutes away.  This Austrian-style 
village has walking streets with 
Gore Creek rushing through town.  
Vail also caters to families with kids 
fl ocking to board the life-sized pirate 
ship.  The Betty Ford Alpine Gardens 
are stunning with one of the best 
playgrounds ever.  The symphony 
plays next door at the Gerald Ford 
Amphitheatre, and the Beaver Creek 
Rodeo is just further down the road.

Libby Carty McNamee, a local writer, 
lawyer, and mommy, is looking forward 
to her fourth Colorado vacation this 
summer.
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The McNamees inside the Country Boy Mine; below, panning 
for gold. Photos courtesy of Libby Carty McNamee.


