Traveling with Kids
By LIBBY CARTY MCNAMEE

“Go Ape” in Williamsburg

W

hen your kids are acting
like monkeys, it’s time to
bring out their inner ape.
Thankfully there’s no need to take a
full-fledged African safari. Just head
west on I-64 to Go Ape in Williamsburg’s Freedom Park. There you can
all swing through the treetops —
on a remarkably secure harness, of
course.
With locations throughout the
United States and the United Kingdom, Go Ape is the world’s leading
provider of zip line and treetop adventure courses. What an adrenaline-filled adventure it is, and what a

Go Ape in Williamsburg’s Freedom Park now offers a “Treetop Junior” course for
children who are 39 inches or taller. Photos by Loretta Sherwood.
spectacular view up there!
The traditional Go Ape experience offers treetop adventures for
ages 10 and up over a two-to-three
hour period. Participants have a
blast while getting lots of exercise
and encountering 38 tree-to-tree
crossings, five zip lines, and many
daunting obstacles. Plus it all happens while perched 40-50 feet off the
ground high in a forest canopy. It’s
like a huge jungle gym converted
into a tree house for big kids and
adults alike.
As of this spring, Go Ape now
offers its new Treetop Junior course.
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The first of its kind in the U.S., this
program fills the gap for those miniTarzans who are 39 inches or taller
and ready for an exhilarating onehour adventure. It’s a fantastic
workout for both active kids and
adults, taking absolutely everyone
out of their comfort zones.
While 20 feet in the air, participants move from platform-toplatform at their own pace. They
cross over various bridges, wobbly
planks, monkey bars, and swinging
platforms with cargo nets below.
All are guaranteed to sleep well that
night after discovering previously

unknown muscles!
Starting with a detailed safety
briefing, the “Treetop Junior” system
is extremely safe throughout the entire outing. Knowledgeable guides
patiently equip participants with
various harnesses and pulleys and
then adjust them for an ideal fit. It’s
comforting to know the equipment
cannot detach until the participant
has ridden the zip line back to the
ground.
Once participants are ready to
navigate their way through the lofty
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