Traveling with Tots
By LIBBY CARTY MCNAMEE

T

he 22nd day of February is
one to celebrate with gusto.
It’s the birthday of one of our
most dynamic and beloved forefathers. This year, George Washington is turning 280. Now that’s a lot
of candles to blow out!
Seriously, without his bravery
and steadfast leadership, America
might not be the country we know
today. He served eight long years
without pay as General Washington, the ragtag Continental Army’s
commander-in-chief. Defying overwhelming odds, he honorably led
his men in conquering Britain, the
world’s greatest military power.
Despite his desire to return
home to Mount Vernon, he was
unanimously elected our ﬁrst president and then re-elected. In refusing
to be made king, he assumed only
the humble title of “Mr. President,”
which is still used today. He is remembered as “ﬁrst in war, ﬁrst in
peace, and ﬁrst in the hearts of his
countrymen.”
It’s littlen wonder he is known
as the “Father of Our Country” with
Mount Vernon as “America’s First
Home.”
Despite his many years away
dedicated to his country, Mount
Vernon remained his favorite place.
He declared, “No estate in United
America is more pleasantly situated
than this.” In addition to being an
innovative farmer, he was also quite
an entrepreneur, developing ﬁsheries, a gristmill, and the largest whiskey distillery in the country.
George and Martha Washington had an open door policy with
visitors, welcoming anyone, even
strangers. In the ﬁrst year after the
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clues to help solve the ﬁnal puzzle for a prize! You can also walk down
the steps to the wharf and hike the
quarter-mile Forest Trail through
woods of oak, laurel, and holly trees.
Make sure to visit Washington’s
Tomb as well as the Slave Memorial,
blacksmith shop, and farm animals.
A new exhibition will open on
Feb. 18 called “Hoecakes to Hospitality: Cooking With Martha Washington.” More than 125 objects from
the Washingtons’ kitchen will be on
display, including the family dinner
bell. There will also be demonstrations that weekend on how to prepare George’s favorite “hoecakes.”
Although food is not allowed on
the grounds, there is a modern food
court and the kid-friendly Mount
Vernon Inn restaurant, both with
a variety of options. Do not miss
out on the lovely gift shops. There
is a cornucopia of interesting Colonial memorabilia, high-quality kids’
toys, and beautiful reproductions.
Back home, kids may enjoy a
virtual visit to George Washington’s
world at www.washingtonsworld.
org. Play an archaeology memory
game, work on jigsaw puzzles, or
download some free 3D games such
as Bombarding Yorktown, Harpsicord Hero, and Washington’s Treasures.
Ah, Mount Vernon. There’s no
place like home! RPM
Libby Carty McNamee, a local freelance
writer and mother, encourages you to
visit America’s First Home and walk in
the footsteps of the Father of Our Country. For more information, please refer
to www.mountvernon.org or head due
north about 100 miles.
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